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Service Above Self

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Southerners,
Gree ngs !
Yet another month has passed
in no me and the ground
situa on, despite some
changes in the lockdown rules,
remains almost the same. The
happy news being that public
transport has resumed and
lockdown li ed in many
sectors. For the religiously
inclined, places of worship have opened to allow them to
at least oﬀer prayers during this period of uncertainty.
Schools and colleges con nue to be under lockdown and
as most of these establishments have been converted
into fever clinics, resump on of educa on by the
tradi onal class room teaching method will con nue to
elude our children, adding to their frustra on and our
anxiety.
Businesses seem to be in a tearing hurry to make good all
the lost market in the shortest me possible and the
sustainability of their opera ons remains a big ques on,
which only me can answer.
Mee ngs of small groups have been permi ed providing
us and the service industry much needed relief. RCMS will
con nue to wait and watch. Though the relaxa on of
lockdown has not had any adverse impact on the spread
of the virus, we shall take no risk to experiment.
The long imposed self-exile is however coming to an end
soon. So those who are fortunate may complete watching
their bucket list of movies or operas and get ready to face
the challenges lying right ahead.
Personally I am wai ng for the ﬁrst opportunity to meet
all of you, with your families and have a gala bash. I am
forced to curtail my enthusiasm for the be er.
We have to learn to live with the virus. So, let us con nue
to play it safe. Hence stay home - stay safe and do a end
our mee ngs!
Yours in Rotary,
A.N.Sujeesh
President Rtn A N Sujeesh - 94440 14469
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“CFLH” SURGERIES BACK ON TRACK
A Conversa on With Dr Prashant Shah
The ongoing pandemic and the
subsequent lockdown, derailed brieﬂy
our club's ﬂagship “Caring for Li le
Hearts” project. A number of heart
surgeries needed to save li le children
had to be suspended in view of the
current situa on. Dr Prashant Shah
from Sooriya Hospitals, the force
behind the project, shared his
thoughts in this brief conversa on
with PP Rtn V Mukund:
VM- It's been a diﬃcult phase with the pandemic. How have you
been coping?
PS- Yes, diﬃcult mes, but we have to con nue to serve. Due to
the pandemic we were restricted to cri cal surgeries.
VM- Before the lockdown we had completed some surgeries.
Your thoughts on them.
PS- I think we did about 317 surgeries. They were mely
interven on and saved their lives. The children gained as well as
their families. It's a good project.
VM- Is it the right me to restart?
PS- There were many cases which came but due to the pandemic
we decided to a end only to the cri cal ones. We did a few cases.
For quite a few we suggested to the families to postpone to year
end, we gave them medica on to help them de over.
VM- The pandemic has raised many doubts and fears. Pa ents
don't seem to know what to do.
PS- Best is not to go by the media. Yes, Covid -19 is a problem. But
precau ons are there, one can be careful. Our team is very good.
We take every precau on. Covid tests are a must for all pa ents.
PPE kits are compulsory for them as well as for the team. Even the
family caregivers have to take the precau ons. As I said, where
possible we have suggested to postpone to year end.
....Con nued on Page 2

Secretary Rtn R Balachander - 90875 99007

ROTARACT CLUBS INSTALLED IN AUGUST
Rtn V S Jothilakshmi, Director-Youth Service (Rotaract), was kept busy in the
month of August with the installa on of the board members online of the
following rotaract clubs:
* Rotaract Club of CEG was installed
on 23rd August. The event was
called “AURORA” with President
Sujeesh as the chief guest.
* Rotaract Club of AC Tech was
installed on 27th August. The event
was called “IMPERIUM” with IPP
Rtn Shriram Duvvuri (District Youth
Service Director-2020-21) as the
chief guest.
According to Rtn Jothilakshmi our club was well represented by some senior rotarians at both the zoom events, who
interacted and mo vated the young Rotaract leaders by sharing their thoughts and providing insights.

KALYANSUNDARAM INDUCTED
AS NEW MEMBER
In a brieﬂy held induc on ceremony, Kalyanasundaram, a law
professional was inducted as a new member of our Club. It
was a hybrid event, when Rtn. Mukund and Rtn. Renjit joined
our President Rtn. Sujeesh for the induc on, and rest of the
members joined the mee ng virtually. Rtn. Mukund pinned
a n d w e l c o m e d t h e n e w m e m b e r, n o w Ro t a r i a n
Kalyanasundaram.

A FRIENDLY CHAT, TRULY INTERNATIONAL
In a true spirit of interna onal friendship, our Club Chairman for
Polio Plus programme, Rtn. Elumperiyar and PP Rtn. Magdoom
Mohamed had a video call with Rtn. Kirk Driksell, Governor of
District 6900 on 7th August. Rtn. Paddy Sharma of Rotary Club of
Lake Spivey Clayton County of District 6900 ini ated the call. Dr.
Senthilprabhu, the doctor from Government Children Hospital,
Egmore joined the discussion. They discussed a wide range of
issues including pulse polio immunisa on programme,
response to covid-19 pandemic and on our recent global grant
project to provide rainwater harves ng system in 10 public schools in Chennai. Governor Kirk appreciated our club's
friendship with his District 6900 in the US.
....Con nued from cover page

VM- Many hospitals and their team are doing the same type
of surgeries. What are we doing diﬀerent or be er?

VM- Thank you doctor, one last word for our members,
donors, pa ents, care givers.

PS- We are accep ng all types of cases, not only the easy
ones or complicated. We have to help all.

PS- From the pa ents and our team to Rotary- thank you,
con nue the good work.

We meet every Tuesday at 6.30 pm on Zoom

PROJECT REVIVE UPDATE
This project to help MSME's and small vendors adversely impacted by
the Covid lockdown was kicked oﬀ in the 2nd week of July with the ﬁrst
tranche of around Rs 16 lakh paid to 75 beneﬁciaries as reported in the
last issue of The Southerner. In the month of August we distributed
ﬁnancial support worth around Rs 50 lakh to an addi onal 290
beneﬁciaries taking the total support given so far to Rs 66 lakh under
Project Revive. All payments were made via NEFT or cheque.

We had planned to disburse up to 25000/- per SV
which we maintained and up to 50000/- per MSME.
Analysing the response we capped all MSMEs at Rs
25000/-.
While most MSMEs and Tiny Industries received Rs
25000/-, the small vendors and small businesses
were allo ed amounts from Rs 10,000 to Rs 25000
based on various parameters.

PPE KITS DISTRIBUTED

REVIVING MEDLEYS

A small informal group of Southerners, who sang the 'foottapping' medley Tamil number at our club's Diamond Jubilee
Our club con nued its eﬀorts towards Covid mi ga on celebra ons in February this year, have banded together
under the Global Grant project. Rtn Ashok distributed 100 calling themselves 'Reviving Medleys'. The group, consis ng
PPE kits, 300 Face Masks and 200 Sani zer bo les for use by of Rotarians Saravanan, Magdoom, Shyamala, Bina, Janaki
the police to the
and Anns Chitra, Guhapriya, Tamilarasi have been mee ng
ADGP. In addi on, 410
online every month. The session usually las ng for more than
N95 masks, 250 triple
two hours also has par cipa on from other Southerners as
layer masks and 22
invited guests. At the online session held on 3rd August,
bo les of Sani zer
President Sujeesh, Ann Sunitha, PDG Nagoji, Ann Nandini
were also donated to
and Anne e Chandini were the special guests. The content of
the West Mambalam
these sessions is not just restricted to Tamil songs (max 4 to 8
Public Health Centre
lines each) but is also followed by a short quiz and discussion
on 14th August.
on music. A wonderful ini a ve indeed!

eWEEKLY MEETINGS IN AUGUST
Date

: 4th August, 2020

Date

Speaker : Mr V Lakshminarayanan
Topic

Date

Speaker : Ms Sunanda Narayanan

: What you should know
about Wills and
Se lements

Topic

: The Madras I miss

: 18th August, 2020

Date

: 25th August, 2020

Speaker : Rtn V Kalyanasundaram
Topic

: 11th August, 2020

Speaker : Ms Aswathy Dilip

: Tac cal management of
the impact of the Covid
19 pandemic

ANN ROOMAA BOWMICK WINS
SALAD MAKING COMPETITION
Our Inner Wheel District organised a
Healthy Salad making compe on
last month. With 80 par cipants
from across the various clubs in the
District, Ann Roomaa Bowmick was
declared the winner for her crea on
with 30 ingredients! Ms Mallika
Badrinath, the well- known cookery
expert, was the judge. Southerners
congratulate Ann Roomaa on her
achievement.

VIRTUAL FAMILY QUIZ

Topic

: Crea ng be er ci es
through be er streets

ANNADHANAM

The monthly Annadhanam at East Eden Founda on was
performed on 30th August. Rtn Renjith Joseph, project
incharge, has appealed for more donors to come forward to
support this worthy project of our club.

The o used and worn-out cliché 'necessity is the mother of
inven on' was proven right for the nth me on the evening of
Saturday, 22nd August 2020. Pandemic locked-in Southerners
moved over to a full ﬂedged virtual family par cipa on, a quiz,
anchored by a medical doctor, Dr Siddharth, his spouse and mother,
all Rotarians.

The quiz was based on Madras, movie songs and dialogues among
other things. What added to the buzz was the par cipants being
asked to produce items of daily use like tomato, mask etc, which saw
many scrambling to get the items. Par cipant wearing the maximum
number of rings and the Rotarian with max number of his family par cipa ng in the program were also given prizes.
Overall the anchors put up a decent show and kept the Southerners cap vated for over 90 minutes. I give a ra ng of 6.5 on 10
for the event. However, before we plan similar shows in the future, it is be er to provide a tutorial either recorded or live, on
using the various tools of the virtual pla orm opted for. Unable to raise their hands in me put oﬀ some Southerners and the
tech savvy walked away with mul ple prizes. It seemed like booking 'Tatkal Tickets' on IRCTC website. I was looking forward
to a be er par cipa on. Maybe a no ce well in advance will help to bring in more Southerners for such events.
Rtn Renjit Joseph
Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

