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Service Above Self

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Namasthe Southerners.
"Coming together is a beginning,
Staying together is progress and
working together is success.” This
saying cannot ﬁnd a more apt me for
implementa on. This pandemic has
taught us many lessons and con nues
to do so. Procras na on has been
and will be the most eﬀec ve tool
used by the Government in ma ers of
great concern to all of us.

November 2020

NOVEMBER,
ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH

With Navarathri, we were expec ng a lot of changes not just to
the rules and regula ons imposed by the government due to the
pandemic but also in the mind-set of our people, which sadly has
retained status quo. The decision to open schools is now caught
in poli cal turmoil. Students are aghast at the turn of events and
parents even more so.
Many of our projects can start only when schools reopen. Some
like Counselling are being carried out online. Projects with Global
Grant are on, par cularly the RWH project in schools. Li le
Hearts project too is being executed in limited numbers due to
the various restric ons. RCMS thanks the respec ve leaders and
team involved.
As regards our physical mee ngs, we are yet again taking a very
cau ous approach. If the speaker is ready to come over, we shall
have a physical cum Zoom mee ng. Else we shall con nue to
meet online.
Diwali is a fes val to rejoice the triumph of light over darkness.
We have been instrumental in helping some see light of life by
way of ﬁnancial assistance to the very needy people badly
aﬀected by the lock-down,due to the benevolence of a large
hearted Rotarian. RCMS thanks him and the team involved in
disbursement. Let this Diwali con nue to bring light into the life
of every individual.
May I request every Southerner to keep calling each other, every
once a while, just to inquire if all is ﬁne. Let us work together and
see through hopefully the last stage of this pandemic.
Stay home, stay safe and do a end our mee ngs!
Yours in Rotary,
A.N.Sujeesh
President Rtn A N Sujeesh - 94440 14469

Rotary Interna onal has designated every month on a
theme dedicated to special observances and the month of
November is designated as 'Rotary Founda on Month'.
Rightly so, showcasing the good work of The Rotary
Founda on (TRF), our Rainwater Harves ng Project got in
to full swing and as on date in November, the project is
nearing comple on in Vidyodaya School, T.Nagar and
JaigopalGarodiya Government School, Saidapet.
A detailed report on the launch of this project is carried
elsewhere in this issue of The Southerner. Regular updates
on the project progress will be communicated through
these pages and also through our other channels of
communica on in the months to come.
This project comes close on the heels of the 'Caring for
Li le Hearts' project and the various projects executed
this year to support vic ms of Covid-19 and frontline
warriors in the ﬁght against Covid-19, both supported by
grants from the Rotary Founda on. This certainly
underscores the need for rotarians to contribute
generously to TRF as eventually the beneﬁt accrues to
support the needs of our own neighbourhood in the form
of global grants. Let's provide more power to TRF!
Secretary Rtn R Balachander - 90875 99007

GLOBAL GRANT PROJECT LAUNCHED
10 public schools to get rainwater harves ng facility
Our Club's global grant project to provide rainwater harves ng facility in 10 public schools in Chennai got underway in
October with the arrival of the project funds from The Rotary Founda on. This marked a new beginning as our Club is
involved in a major project suppor ng the environment. Chennai city has been dependent on rainwater for almost close to
half of the water needs of its ci zen. However, mass urbanisa on has led to rainwater drained into the sea and causing water
scarcity in the city.
Interes ngly storm water drainage is a prac ce from our colonial past and not adapted to the modern day demands of the
city. Simply draining the rainwater through canals and not le ng it to be absorbed by earth has led to deple on of ground
water levels. Sensing this issue, in the year 2003, the Government of Tamil Nadu amended a law and made rainwater
harves ng compulsory in all houses in the state. But it is seldom followed in en rety and as a result, water scarcity problem
con nues to daunt the city. Our club's project will support the cause of harves ng rain water and bring awareness about it
among the student community.
On 15th October, a virtual launch of the project over
Zoom was organised and members of Rotary Club of
Lake Spivey Clayton County, USA, par cipated in it.
Our District Governor S Muthupalaniappan was the
chief guest and Governor of District 6900, USA.
Rtn. Kirk Driskell was the guest of honour. Rtn. Paddy
Sharma, member of RC Lake Spivey Clayton County
who was instrumental in ge ng her Club to partner
with us spoke passionately about the project and
said it is her dream come true to give back to the city
she came from. Governor Driskell appreciated the
impact of Rotary and how the Rotary grant process is
able to support and bring true value and beneﬁt the
needs of the community we represent. Governor
Muthupalaniappan appreciated the project as the
need of the hour and praised the man-hours put in
by Rotarians for this project.
The virtual launch was followed by Bhoomi puja
and symbolic digging of earth the next day at
Rani Meiyyammai Hr. Secondary School,
Mandaveli, one of the beneﬁciary schools of this
project. Our President Elect Rtn. Renjit Joseph
was the chief guest and other members Sridhar
Sriraman, SibiRajan, M C Srikanth and Magdoom
par cipated. This project will beneﬁt more than
11000 students studying in these 10 schools and
will conserve more than 17,000 kilo litres of
water every year.
Rtn PP Magdoom Mohamed
We meet every Tuesday at 6.30 pm on Zoom

LITTLE HEARTS SURGERIES -- PAUSE AND RESTART
The Li le Hearts surgeries were going on well – over 300 surgeries done since July 2017 and funding had been secured to do
another 225 surgeries when the dreaded Covid struck this project as well. Medical camps that iden ﬁed children with the
defect could not happen, and surgeries could not be performed due to the risk. It was very painful as there were children that
needed the treatment to be normal post the surgery. Discussions con nued with the medical team and the Rotary team.
Slowly things started opening up. A solu on was found. However the solu on needed addi onal funding and this
requirement was to adhere to Covid norms in terms of tes ng the pa ent and other requirements for the medical team to be
safe. But the approval from Rotary Interna onal for the addi onal fund needed came overnight. And so, the surgeries have
commenced. We have had twelve surgeries post August so far and they have all been successful.
This is really good news! Normally in pre-Covid mes, post the surgery, Rotarians from our club will visit the kids at the
hospital and spend me with the kids and their parents, and give away goodies. This was a great touch point and really would
make one closer to the project as they would see the li le ones that went through the surgery making good recovery and
behaving like very normal kids. It was a visit that one would look forward to over a week end, once a month at least.
But with Covid preven ng visitors, visits could not be
planned. Instead, we have started calling the kids parents
two days post the surgery. And how glad they are to get a
call that was checking on the well-being of the child!
During these tough mes, everyone is going through so
much stress with no one to talk to. The calling from our side
usually happens on day 3 which is when the kid moves to
the normal ward from the ICU.
I s ll wish we could visit and spend me with the kids and
their parents. But the good thing is that a er a six month
hiatus, the surgeries are back – and interac ng through
phone with the kids' parents is bringing diﬀerent moments
to relish!
Rtn R Srikanth

A REUNION AT EAST EDEN FOUNDATION
Mr. Kuruva Buggaiah, a na ve of Telangana is a beneﬁciary of East Eden Founda on's work. Mentally sick,he lost his way
from his well -to -do household over 3 years ago and landed on the streets of Chennai. An year back he was rescued and
rehabilitated at the Founda on. On becoming normal he revealed his iden ty. Later, with the help of the police he was
reunited with his family.
EEF, as Southerners are aware, gives the homeless who are picked up from
the streets of Chennai, a safe and permanent shelter, providing good
medical care, food and clothing.
Over the years several such des tute inmates have been reunited with
their families a er rehabilita on.
For the past ﬁve years EEF has been supported by our club with the
monthly Annadhanam on a Saturday. We have also donated an
ambulance to the Founda on in the past.
Buggiah soon a er rescue

A er rehabilita on

eWEEKLY MEETINGS IN OCTOBER
Date

: 6th October, 2020

Date

: 13th October, 2020

Speaker : Brig. V R P Sarathy

Speaker : Rtn M Keshav

Topic

: Unravelling China

Topic

: Recalling PDG Dr CSR

Date

: 20th October, 2020

Date

: 27th October, 2020

Speaker : Ms Sujatha Natarajan

Speaker : Mr John Chandy

Topic

Topic

: Elder care – A new
dimension

ANNETTES CLUB ACTIVITY

: Apollo Proton Cancer
Centre

RI TO HAVE FIRST EVER WOMAN
PRESIDENT
Jennifer E. Jones, a member of
the Rotary Club of WindsorRoseland, Ontario, Canada, has
been nominated to become
Rotary Interna onal's
president for 2022-23, a ground
breaking selec on that will
make her the ﬁrst woman to
hold that oﬃce in the
organiza on's 115-year history.
A current Rotary Founda on
trustee, Jones has been a
Rotary member since 1997 and
has served Rotary as RI vice
president, director, training leader, commi ee chair, moderator, and
district governor. She played a lead role in Rotary's rebranding eﬀort by
serving as chair of the Strengthening Rotary's Advisory Group. She is the
co-chair of the End Polio Now Countdown to History Campaign
Commi ee, which aims to raise $150 million for polio eradica on eﬀorts.
Jones is founder and president of Media Street Produc ons Inc., an
award-winning media company in Windsor.
(Extract from RI Website)

The anne es of our club have come out with a novel idea of conduc ng an inter-club 'Tale of the District', short story
compe on for the anne es of our District 3232. Anne es can send their stories in Tamil or English and should be less than
1500 words. The entries to be sent before 30th November to rotarymadrassouth@gmail.com. Anne es Club President
Faheem said this contest will help bring out the crea ve wri ng talents of the anne es of the District and will provide a
fabulous reading for the rotary family. Anne es from RCMS can also par cipate.
Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

