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TRIP TO THIRUVANNAMALAI

Dear Southerner,
The spectacle of
gli ering diamonds are
visible for all to see
and our club is all set to
celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee year in a special
way from 27th to 29th
of February. It's me
for all members to get
involved in this great
event of the club.
Looking ahead is annual District Conference
"Nakshatras" coming up on 7th to 9th February. Its a
Rotary "Thiruvizha" where one can meet all the
Rotarians in the City with good entertainment and
food.
February 2020 will be a promising month with ground
work on the proposed Rain Water Harves ng Global
Grant project and other projects planned for the
Rotary Year 2019-20 will be undertaken at a quicker
pace.
January 2020 went through a good mix of friendship,
fellowship and service to society. Valedictory of
Tailoring course for underprivileged women at the
RCMS Ka ur Village Community Learning Centre, AC
course inaugura on at Anna University for school drop
outs, Polio drops program and a host of Club Service
ac vi es - Heritage Trip to Tiruvannamalai, District
Pongal Vizha, Darbaar Movie me, Trekking at
Thirusoolam and our special Diamond Jubilee curtainraiser meet. Thanks to all who have worked to ensure
the success of all these events!

The latest outsta on trip- the two day pilgrimage on 4/5th January,
2020, to Thiruvannamalai was indeed an auspicious beginning to a
New Year for a group of Southerners. Our ﬁrst halt before
Thiruvannamalai was Madurantakam, abode of the famous 'Eri
Katha Ramar'. A er an excellent darshan of all the dei es in the
temple complex, the group le for Thiruvannamalai - abode of
Lord Arunachaleshwara. Thanks to an inﬂuen al local contact of
Ann Sheela Mukund, the group had a special darshan of the Lord
seated inside the
sanctum sanctorum.
Though it was not a
day preceding a full
moon, six members
of our group led by
Pres id ent Srika nt ,
who had the energy
and commitment
went for a Girivalam
by walk. The rest were content to do Girivalam si ng in the bus
which reached the hotel using the girivalam path. The group also
visited Sri Ramana Ashram, where Ramana`s samadhi shrine
con nues to a ract devotees from all over the world.

Let's look ahead and con nue to enjoy Rotary. Do
spread the true fragrance of Rotary like a honeybee Next morning, on our way back to Chennai, we had quick darshan
and a ract new dynamic members!!
at t h re e te m p l e s . T h e ﬁ rst h a l t wa s at A d h i ra n ga m
Ranganathaswamy temple dedicated to Lord Vishnu located in
Yours in Rotary
Adhi
Thiruvarangam.
Rtn M.C. Srikanth
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A ROAD LESS TRAVELLED
About 13 Southerners and another 10 friends from Inner Wheel Club drove to the foot of Tirusulam hills on the a ernoon of
9th January. We assembled at the mee ng point, and walked up the hill. We climbed up to the top of the hill in less than 30
minutes. There are houses on the way ll half of the hill. Some houses are very old, and some in depleted, unused condi on.
These houses have 'thinnai' reﬂec ng a thriving civilisa on there from long ago. En route, the view of the city beneath and
the runway of the Chennai airport was spectacular. We could see ﬂights take oﬀ through the Eastern runway. As we climbed
further up, we also saw some athletes prac cing running on the hill, as it helps them in endurance skills.
On top of the hill, the ﬁnal few hundred meters of the road was
barricaded by Tamil Nadu Police, and the entry restricted
beyond that point. We could see an old building in depleted
condi on that looked like a small oﬃce and another depleted
building said to be used as a mosque several years back. There
are a few tombs outside the 'mosque' building and the
architecture of the tomb looked like from 'Mughal' era. There
is a Murugan temple few meters away, but it was closed when
we went. Chat and wit accompanied us all through and before
we could realise it was me to get back, but not before the
ﬁnal trek stopper.
On descent from the hill, we went to see the nearby quarry and the water body in the quarry. The road to the quarry was
narrow and patchy. The walk down the narrow lane of the quarry is risky, but that was a real trek. Finally, lo and behold, it was
scenic and beau ful.
It was ﬁnally me for us to leave, with a stop at the Chennai Coﬀee House on GST Road for some coﬀee and sundal, for some
of us. Southerners footprint will be treasured on the road less travelled by most commoners.
PP Rtn Magdoom
A new batch of tailoring class for underprivileged women was
inaugurated at our club's Community Learning Centre in Ka ur,
Thirupporur, on 11th January. At the same event, the valedictory
of the previous batch of tailoring class was also held and the
women who had completed the course were given cer ﬁcates.
The course beneﬁts 30 women in every batch and they ﬁnd
employment in a nearby garment unit, or use the skill to get into
tailoring as a business from home. Our club President
Rtn. M C Srikanth, Rtn R Seshadri, and our green rotarian
Jothilakshmi were also present alongwith Mr Devanbu the head
of ACDS, our implemen ng partner for the project.

TAILORING CLASS INAUGURATED
AT KATTUR LEARNING CENTRE

DRIVE AGAINST DREADFUL POLIO
Polio, the killer disease is s ll on the prowl in some parts of the world. Though India
has been declared 'polio free', there is danger of the polio virus coming again from
the borders of our country and from other travel sources. Our club par cipated in
the drive to immunise children below 5 years with polio vaccina on on Sunday,
19th January at the Community Health Centre in Elephant Gate area. Our young
anne e Jordan Sibi with his father Rtn Sibirajan par cipated in the campaign,
along with our President Rtn. M C Srikanth and other members.

AC SERVICING COURSE GETS OFF TO A START
Aircondi oner servicing course, our ﬂagship voca onal service project
running for the last 22 years got oﬀ to a start for the current Rotary year.
The course is conduced at the Centre for Entrepreneurial Development
of Anna University in Chennai. More than 300 applica ons were
received for the 60 seats. The students of this project get immediate
employment or entrepreneurial opportuni es on comple on of the
course. Mr. Veeraraghavan from CAMS, the sponsor of the project was
the chief guest. Our club President, Rtn. M C Srikanth was the guest of
honour. Our Voca onal Service Director Rtn. Ashok made all the
arrangements.

VIZHITHIRU- A SELF AWARENESS
AND MOTIVATIONAL PROGRAMME

Vizhithiru, the annual self awareness and mo va onal
programme by Rotaractors of College of Engineerig,
Guindy, was organised this year on 6th January at the CEG
Campus. Our club President, Rtn. M C Srikanth was the
chief guest at the func on. The programme had speakers
from diﬀerent profession sharing their success stories and
insights.
....Con nued from Cover Page

The second temple was Ulagalantha Perumal Temple
located in Thirukkoyilur. The last temple was the
Kripapureeswarar Temple at Thiruvennainallur, dedicated
to Lord Shiva. In addi on to spending some quality
spiritual me at the temples, the group had its fun
moments in the bus, sharing plenty of jokes, interes ng
anecdotes accompanied by singing sessions and some
spiritual discussions too. The ﬁnd of the trip was green Rtn
Sathyanarayanan, who impressed every one with his
knowledge of Hindu philosophy, temples and rituals that
the group spontaneously conferred the tle 'Sadguru
Satyanarayananda' on him!
PP Rtn R.V.Rajan

JANAKI RAMAN INDUCTED
AS NEW MEMBER
Ms Janaki Raman,
senior advocate,
n o ta r y p u b l i c a n d
commissioner of
oaths, prac cing in the
Madras High Court,
was inducted as a new
member of our club at
the weekly mee ng on
7th January. PP Rtn.
Sridharan warmly
welcomed her and
conducted the induc on formali es. Rtn. Janaki, whose
classiﬁca on is 'Civll Lawyer', is also a government pleader
and specialises in debt recovery suits. Incidentally she is the
6th lady member of RCMS.

PONGAL VIZHA

District 3232 organised a Pongal Vizha at Farm Guru Agritech
Centre in Karanodai on 12th January. PDG Rtn Natarajan
Nagoji, President Srikanth and a few other rotarians and anns
represented our club.

WEEKLY MEETINGS IN JANUARY
Date

: 7th January, 2020

Date

Speaker : Dr Salim Thomas
Topic

: 21st January, 2020

Speaker : Mr T S Krishnamurthy

: Common percep ons
and misconcep ons
about cancer

Topic

: Good governance - a
crying need in India

DIAMOND JUBILEE CURTAIN-RAISER MEETING
Southerners got a peek into the highlights of our diamond jubilee celebra on plans at our
weekly mee ng held on 28th January. PP Rtn B B Vengatesh, co-ordinator of the
celebra ons commi ee gave an overview of the plans, while other commi ee members,
Rtns Shyamala, Magdoom, S R Madhu, K Prakash,
Somdev Goyal, Renjith Joseph and A Sridharan also
spoke. As a grand climax to the meet, PP Rtn Prakash
announced that an 'anonymous' donor will be
contribu ng Rs 60 lakh over two years to RCMS' service
projects to commemorate 60 years of the club's
service to society. Our club also donated Rs 50,000/- to Asha, an NGO as a part of
'Project 60' co-ordinated by Rtn Anuradha. The mee ng also witnessed green rotarian
Sathyanarayanan sharing his experience as a rotarian.

SOUTHERNERS THRONG TO WATCH RAJNI'S DARBAR
The usual movie ou ng of Southerners was spread over two days on 17th and 18th January, with two groups of rotarians
with their families visi ng Sathyam cinemas and Express Avenue to watch the latest Rajni ﬂick. The fun and fellowship
enjoyed by the group added to the entertainment value of the ﬁlm.

PROJECT 60 SELF-DEFENCE CLASS

On January 22nd, the oﬃce bearers
of the Rotaract Club of MEASI
Ins tute of Management were
installed. Our club was represented
by President Srikanth, Secretary
Rajan Babu, Treasurer Elumperiyar
and Rtn Sridhar Sriraman.

Students of the Corpora on School, Canal
Bank Road, Chennai were taught self-defence
as part of the Project 60 this year coordinated by Rtn Anuradha Uberoi.

With Best Compliments From
Editor Rtn. PP R Seshadri | rtnsesh@gmail.com

