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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Southerners,
Membership - The big push. Rotary interna onal
under the leadership of the current president
Rtn. Shekhar Mehta has set an ambi ous target
of increasing the membership by 0.1 million, i.e.
from 1.2 million to 1.3 million. One hundred
thousand new members; not an easy task when
the western world has lost its inclina on for
social organisa ons.
During their growth phase, the prime mover for
the membership of social organisa ons like Rotary was the Club Service,
aka fellowship. It helped in networking, leading to business development
and social connec ons with like-minded people. All other avenues of
service were subsequent developments and incidental. However, the
speeding lifestyle in the new millennium, the deep penetra on of social
media pla orms, inexpensive smartphones and low cost internet further
eroded the need for in-person interac on. This could be the prime reason
for the stagnant membership ﬁgures.
All said and done, humans are social animals, and they blossom in a group,
well, most of them. Companionship is essen al for a sane life. We iden fy
ourselves with a par cular group, community or clan. Hence sooner than
later, the necessity of non-poli cal and non-religious congrega ons like
Rotary becomes more relevant. Rotary and similar organisa ons give us
the collec ve strength to be helpful to society.
Realising the stagnant membership strength, RI took the help of the
American brand consultancy Siegel+Gale to review its brand posi oning.
This resulted in a global public image ini a ve. It includes a refreshed
visual iden ty.
The well-recognised wheel symbol wasn't changed but accompanied by a
wordmark that communicates its name. It will be used by both Rotary
Interna onal and the charitable organisa on Rotary Founda on, thus
uni ng their iden es.
OLD LOGO

NEW LOGO
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More than 775 million people over the age of
15 are illiterate. That’s 17 percent of the
world’s adult popula on.
Rotary’s goal is to strengthen the capacity of
communi es to support basic educa on and
literacy, reduce gender disparity in educa on,
and increase adult literacy. Rotary supports
educa on for all children and literacy for
children and adults.
The Rotary Founda on supports educa on
through scholarships, dona ons, and service
projects around the world.
Our club has been at the forefront of
promo ng literacy and educa on among
underprivileged girls through its ‘Project Selvi’
with the aim of helping them to complete
school and arrest the trend of girls dropping
out of school.
Over the years our club has also been
promo ng digital literacy in associa on with
FORD by dona ng computers and laptops to
schools and educa onal ins tu ons.
For over 15 years, RCMS has been organising a
two-day RYLA every year for around 60
selected students of the Corpora on Girls
School, Saidapet. The RYLA is a unique
educa onal experience for these girls and one
of the highlights of their school life!
Literacy is, ﬁnally, the road to human progress
and the means through which every man,
woman and child can realize his or her full
poten al.
Koﬁ Annan
Secretary Rtn V S Jothilakshmi - 91769 51349

FORD - ROTARY DIGITAL LAB AT VYASARPADI

Our club in associa on with Ford India has helped set up a Digital lab at a night school run by Vyasai Tholargal, a group of
youngsters making posi ve change in Vysarpadi. They run the school helping close to 160 students with a er-hours school
coaching for the last 10 years now. In order to enhance the quality of learning, 15 computers, work sta on furniture and
chairs were donated to this school on the Independence Day. The en re facility is housed in a container like shed, a sign of
innova ve use of space and resources by these 'tholargal' (friends). Rotary District Governor J Sridhar was the chief guest at
the func on to mark the beginning of the lab and he hoisted the tricolour. What a sense of accomplishment and Rotary
serving to change lives!
Rtn Magdoom Mohamed

RAINING GLORY FOR RCMS
Our club received 'Gold' award at the District Awards ceremony
held last week, and a haul of more than 25 awards for exemplary
performance (including for outstanding bulle n and website)
during the Rotary year 2020-21. Pictured here, PDG Natarajan
Nagoji, Former First Lady Suneetha Sujeesh, IPP A N Sujeesh and
Membership Chair Magdoom Mohamed with the plaques and
trophies received. A well deserved recongi on for our work despite
the pandemic. Way to go.

ROTARACT NEWS
Rotaract Club of Asan Memorial College of Arts & Science held their
installa on on August 6 via zoom, and so did College of Engineering
Guindy on August 21, online. A C Tech oﬃcially installed its oﬃce bearers
on the 27th August and it was refreshingly oﬀ-line on their campus.
President Renjit, Rtn Mukund Vedapudi, and I a ended the installa on
and it was great to actually meet the Rotaractors in-person.
On August 30 all four Rotaract Clubs that come under our club's wing,
came together to conduct an excellent zoom mee ng under the tle, 'Fit
Connect'. We had two great speakers in our own past president, Rtn Mukund Vedapudi and Mr.Sarat Kumar
(actor/poli cian). Both of them spoke on the importance of exercise and
the role it played in their lives and were very inspiring. There was a Q&A
session with Mr.Sarat Kumar and the audience totally loved it! Two short
videos of the diﬀerent ways to get exercise and some simple exercises
that everyone can do at home were also presented to the audience. The
feedback was very posi ve with several par cipants pos ng messages to
express their apprecia on. We had a record 330 par cipants at the
mee ng. Yay!
Mr.Sarat Kumar

Rtn Bina Boaz
We meet every Tuesday at 6.30 pm on Zoom

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD CONFERRED ON RTN V SRIRAM
Rtn V Sriram, who rejoined our club this year a er a break of a couple of years, has been
conferred the 'Life me Achievement Award' by the Rotary Club of Madras Central on
30th August in Chennai. The event was held virtually with Jus ce Prabha Sridevan (Retd.) as
the Chief Guest and DG (Dist.3232) Rtn J Sridhar as the Guest of Honour.
A renowned historian based in Chennai, Rtn Sriram is also an entrepreneur, author of more
than 20 books, a columnist, music cri c and a pioneer of heritage walks in Chennai and
heritage tours of Tamilnadu. Over the years he has won several awards for his contribu on to
heritage and culture. Southerners congratulate Rtn Sriram on this latest honour, adding one
more feather to his cap and wish him more laurels in the years to come.

RTN ANURADHA'S ANTHOLOGY ON CHANDIGARH, HER FAVOURITE CITY
This passionately detailed Anthology, compiled and edited by Anuradha Uberoi,
paints for us the picture of Chandigarh-the City Beau ful through the voices of men
and women who saw its evolu on unfold before their eyes. Being the ﬁrst of its kind,
this book talks about the socio-cultural aspects that made the city what it is
today. We are taken to the early days of architecture and planning where S. S Bahga
and Arun Mirchandani give us a fascina ng account on the making of a city. The
ar cle carries rare photographs which provide a rich canvas of the city's
development. The Indian Express took Chandigarh by storm, with its extensive
inves ga ve repor ng unheard of before, bringing about a dal wave of change in
the way news was delivered at every doorstep. The establishment of the feisty
newspaper came with challenges of its own. Vipin Pubby, former Resident Editor of
the Indian Express, tells us the story of how the newspaper's entry into the city was
fraught with challenges which they faced with a rare combina on of grit and
determina on. Chandigarh's pride: the Rock Garden, is exclusively wri en about
by Anuj Nek Chand who narrates his father's story and his art that is expressed in the
18-acre wonder. Chandigarh far outperforms many Indian ci es in educa on and
overall welfare. A former Vice Chancellor, Prof. Arun Grover writes on how he
considers Chandigarh to be a des na on for educa on. UNDP Resident
Representa ve to Namibia, Alka Bha a, also writes about her s nts in various African and European des na ons and how
they all remind her of Chandigarh. Anuradha Uberoi also gives us the essence of the day-to-day aﬀairs of Chandigarh. We
taste the street food of the city through generous insights into food anthropology as essayed by senior journalist Jaswant
Kaur. We hear from two ex-IAS oﬃcers, a senior gastroenterologist and an eminent lawyer, architects who let us experience
what makes one a part of the ecosystem that is Chandigarh. Chandigarh's ﬁrst industrialist and former president of Rotary
Interna onal, R.K. Saboo, writes an interes ng account of life in the city. The author oﬀers us nothing short of an immersive
experience into the City Beau ful. This is her second publica on, coming a year a er Chennai Brew. Anuradha, born in the
city, was a columnist for the Telegraph, Kolkata for seven years. She wrote an interac ve column called “HR Ma ers”.
....Con nued from President’s Message

Apart from the change in brand posi oning, RI has taken a few more steps to ensure membership growth and reten on.
Bringing in more women members and providing 'ROTARACT' an independent iden ty are two of the signiﬁcant moves. Let
us pray and hope that the ini a ves will fruc fy and we see a more robust and young Rotary in the coming days.
Yours in Rotary
Renjit Joseph

WEEKLY eMEETINGS IN AUGUST
Date

: 3rd August, 2021

Date

Speaker : Mr Venkatesh
Ramakrishnan
Topic

Date

Speaker : Ms Samhita
Muralidharan

: The magic of
M K Thiagaraja
Bhagavathar

: 17th August, 2021

: 'Welcoming' a vaccine
200 years ago
Nagoji

Date

Topic

: My career in perfumes
and fragrances

Date

: 24th August, 2021

Speakers : Rtns N Nagoji,
Anuradha Uberoi,
Parveen Sikandar,
R Seshadri,
Magdoom Mohamed

Speaker : Rtn V Sriram
Topic

: 10th August, 2021

Anuradha

Topic

: My favourite city

: 31st August, 2021

Speaker : Mr 'Rags' Raghavan
Topic

: Pain ng the colours of
Chennai
Parveen

A TALE OF FIVE SOUTHERNERS
AND FIVE CITIES
During the current rotary year, President Renjit
Joseph mooted the idea of reserving one
mee ng every month to invite a Southerner to
address the club's weekly Tuesday mee ng
which was readily accepted by PP Rtn S R Madhu,
Chairman in charge of programmes. To begin
with at the virtual mee ng held on 24th August,
ﬁve Southerners were invited to speak about
their favourite city. The following rotarians from
our club spoke about their favourite city with
nostalgia and passion:
PDG Rtn N Nagoji - Kolkata
Rtn Anuradha Uberoi – Chandigarh
Rtn Parveen Sikkandar – Jaipur
PP Rtn R Seshadri – Mumbai
PP Rtn Magdoom Mohamed – Chennai
Though the mee ng lasted for almost an hour,
every speaker ensured that the virtual audience
was kept hooked by narra ng some interes ng
anecdotes about the city that they love. It's
worth no ng that Rtn Anuradha has recently
published an Anthology on her favourite city,
Chandigarh, a synopsis of which is featured in
this issue of The Southerner.

Seshadri

Magdoom

HOW I DELIVERED A BABY
It was September 1968 when I bid farewell to England to
return to India. I was all of 29 years of age. My friends, a
young couple, made an unusual request. The wife wanted to
pursue her studies in England, and so wanted me to escort
her seven-month old baby to Delhi where her mother would
meet me and take over the custody of the baby. Without
ba ng an eyelid, I said "yes". I had no clue as to what I was
le ng myself in for! Well, the formali es for ge ng into an aircra were minimal
those days and I was on board with the baby in my lap in no me, and the ﬂight took
oﬀ. The baby started crying and I s ll do not know how to deal with cry-babies. The
airhostesses took over and tried to calm the baby, but they were only par ally
successful. It was a big relief when the ﬂight landed in Delhi and I 'delivered the
baby' to the grand-mother. Therea er, I slowly lost touch with the parents of the
baby. No email those days, only aerogrammes that took two weeks to reach
England. Recently, as I was watching BBC, I saw this lady Geeta Gurumurthy and
said to myself "wait, could this be her?" I dismissed it immediately, but over a
couple of months I kept seeing her again and again. So I googled and found two
very interes ng facts - she was born in Liverpool in February 1968 and her father is
a radiologist. I was doing my PhD in Liverpool University at that me and there was
an extremely small South Indian community there. So I sent her an email to a BBC
address, and lo and behold she responded "yes, it was me" on 13th September
2021, some 53 years later!
Rtn N V Balasubramanian
(Rtn Bala must be lauded for his courage! It would indeed be rare for even a
biological father of an infant to agree to ﬂy without the mother! – Editor)
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